A Biased Investigation
On September 1, Governor Bob Ferguson's office released confidential admonishment letters — sent to Fish and Wildlife Commissioners Melanie Rowland and Lorna Smith — directly to the Washington State Standard. By warning the two commissioners without moving to remove or fully clear them, Ferguson seems to have tried to ride out the storm without taking a side. Instead, he handed a win to an ongoing, out-of-state-fueled campaign against Washington's conservation values — one that has relied on misogynistic, abusive attacks against the women who serve on the commission.
 If you value wildlife and conservation in Washington State, it’s time to take heed. 
Until around 2019, hunting advocates largely had the policies they wanted — including increased bear and cougar hunting limits lacking scientific evidence. COVID-era virtual meetings then opened public comment to broader participation, and new Inslee-appointed commissioners brought stronger science-based and ecosystem-focused priorities. The status quo shifted. Multiple perspectives got a seat at the table.
In 2022, the Commission decided to ban recreational spring hunting of black bears. The Sportsmen's Alliance, a national hunting and angling advocacy group, argued commissioners had violated the state's open-meetings and public-records laws ahead of that vote. Receiving over 42,000 records, the group petitioned Ferguson in May 2025 to remove the four commissioners — Lorna Smith, Melanie Rowland, Barbara Baker, and John Lehmkuhl — alleging misconduct and malfeasance.
On August 5, 2025, WDFW director Kelly Susewind urged Governor Ferguson to investigate the same four commissioners. The investigation drew on interviews with eight witnesses — Director Susewind, Deputy Director Windrope, and six of the nine sitting commissioners — conducted between September 2025 and February 2026. Susewind and Windrope each sat for a second interview on February 20, 2026  — after each commissioner's interview was already complete. 
To put the investigation bias plainly: the people accusing commissioners of misconduct were interviewed multiple times and helped shape the investigation's scope, while the accused commissioners got one interview and no opportunity to correct the record.
The disparity is glaring — investigated commissioners were scrutinized for conversations with conservation groups and faced attacks — while commissioners who supported the status quo were unexamined. Because the investigation didn't include all nine commissioners, or the director and deputy director, any affiliations or fraternization with hunting advocacy groups were never investigated.
One ‘status quo’ commissioner reappointed by Ferguson routinely supports hunting groups and ranchers, and has incited attacks, while another bragged on a pro-hunting Facebook post regarding the number of animals he had hunted and killed. Flaunting behavior directly violates the WDFW Code of Conduct. 
In comparison, the female commissioner who spoke up most directly and said she felt uncomfortable when the director forcefully interjected himself into the commission discussion about the spring bear hunt is now the one facing the most abuse. 
The Making of Gender-Based Hate Speech
Death threats and gender-based insults toward these commissioners are pervasive, both in meetings and online. The commissioners investigated have endured misogynistic hate speech — vitriolic, gendered expression paired with direct threats and harassment — at Commission meetings for several years. 
The current commission chair has allowed this rhetoric to continue under the banner of the First Amendment, while barring commissioners from responding to or defending themselves against it.
Meeting participants — in person and online — are a captive audience. Concealed carry of firearms is permitted at meetings, and knives are visibly worn. Requests to establish a weapons-free zone have been denied; Director Susewind has said he doesn't believe concealed carriers pose a safety risk, a determination he isn't professionally qualified to make. A code of conduct, requested by conservation groups, is not predictably or consistently enforced. 
This kind of conduct — and the open and concealed carry of weapons — would not be tolerated at a city council meeting or in the legislature. It's worth asking directly: is it tolerated here because it aligns with a consumption-first status quo over WDFW's mandate to preserve and protect?
Online attacks towards commissioners, particularly Smith and Rowland, include vulgar name-calling and threats such as “shoot on site”. Nooses are hung on websites, with quotes by the Ayatollah, stating “women are animals created by Allah to be used by men. Women are no different from cows, sheep, horses, or mules.” 
The media often perpetuates these attacks, such as the Seattle Times publishing a guest editorial that falsely accused one of the commissioners of facing criminal charges. The paper was forced to issue a retraction. 
Ferguson issued a firm warning to the two commissioners to “recuse themselves from matters of personal or organizational relationships that can even create an appearance of a conflict of interest.”  Regardless of intent, in choosing not to conduct an impartial investigation of all nine commissioners — or of the WDFW director and deputy director — the governor let a biased process stand, one whose effect has been to hand a win to a pointed campaign built on gender-based hate speech.
Part of a Larger Problem
Gender-based hate speech is part of a documented national pattern. A 2016 survey by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, cited by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, found that 81.8 percent of women parliamentarians had experienced psychological violence, 65.5%  faced sexist or humiliating remarks, and 44.4 percent had received death threats. A separate UNESCO study found 75 percent of women journalists face online violence — fake news, doctored images, direct threats. 
Gender-based hate speech creates a chilling effect by instilling fear, driving psychological distress, and forcing targeted individuals to silence themselves or withdraw from public life
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commissioners are living a version of that same pattern, and so are women and conservationists advocating for science-based wildlife management in Montana, Idaho, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, and Arizona.
Research suggests women are, on average, more inclined than men to prioritize conservation and environmental protection, to foster bonds with nature, and possess a higher level of concern for the environment.  
The goal is clear and simple: threaten, attack, and intimidate women conservationists and politicians.
The Stakes Beyond the Commission
Until recently, the hate speech was aimed at Commissioners who stood for science-based conservation. 
WDFW recently initiated three 3-year hunting season public meetings, including ungulates (deer, elk and moose), waterfowl, and turkey, small game, upland birds, carnivores and  furbearers . When science-based recommendations changed management units or reduced hunting opportunity in response to declining species populations, some hunters and trappers in attendance responded by yelling, swearing, and directing personal attacks at WDFW staff.
Some of the same voices have called on the governor to appoint only male hunters and anglers to the commission, with online posts asserting that women are "too kind-hearted" to understand wildlife management — and have shown a particular willingness to target female commissioners who are willing to make difficult, science-based calls that don't maximize hunting and fishing opportunity at the expense of biodiversity.
The United Nations recently stated that the world is set to cross the 1.5°C global warming threshold, risking an irreversible tipping point such as ice sheet collapse and major forest die-offs. The report states we can no longer afford to approach mitigation and adaptation as a replacement for action. 
The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission needs conservation-minded members — whether or not they hunt — who can plan for the long-term viability of the state's fish and wildlife populations. History shows repeatedly that managing for opportunity alone, without regard to population science, leads to decline and, in the worst cases, extinction.
WDFW's own mandate makes the order clear: preserve, protect, and perpetuate the resource first, maximize opportunity second. Hunting and fishing have a permanent place in Washington, but only within that order. Opportunity was never meant to come at conservation's expense, and cannot be used as an excuse to override the state's obligation to protect its wildlife for future generations.  

Susan Kane-Ronning, PhD is a resident of Whatcom County. She is a licensed psychologist and conservation/wildlife activist.













Other Citations:


Regarding the statements Molly Linville has made:

Attacking another commissioner occurs at 55:50 minutes on this link. Melanie Rowland speaks first, and Molly Linville confronts her. The link is below:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ogbl#drafts/WhctKLbvVWsXhFRmFpRBfRRmkpmrbZzKRxmhFqmzJBmpvwwlhRTjcMSVlvlBTNPBlLqpcfG

Comment on the 2% going to war (November 19, 2021--55:07)
https://tvw.org/video/washington-state-fish-wildlife-commission-2021111141/?eventID=2021111141

Comment on 'firestorm' April 19, 2024:
The meeting link is below:
https://tvw.org/video/washington-fish-and-wildlife-commission-2024041045/?eventID=2024041045
7:33
However, when I pulled the meeting initially, it was via Zoom and I found the 'firestorm' phrase. Now only the TV version is available and it's not there.  However, two hunting publications quoted her statement.

Northwest Sportsman said this:
“Is this going to build trust or cause a firestorm we’re stepping into?” asked Linville, a veteran of the limited-entry spring black bear hunt wars. “I think it’s a firestorm.”
She repeatedly pointed out that she and Commissioners Jim Anderson, John Lehmkuhl and Steven Parker were all very uncomfortable with how the commission appeared to be proceeding and said that she hadn’t seen Baker’s motion before last night, which didn’t give her time enough to think about it.
When Baker said it wasn’t in fact a surprise and had come out of a Wildlife Committee recommendation, somebody – presumably Linville – could be heard to say, “That’s a lie.” (April 19th, 2024).
Meat Eater said this:
“I would implore us to ask ourselves, ‘Is this going to build trust with the public or this going to cause a firestorm we are about to step into?' ” She asked her fellow commissioners. “I believe this is going to cause a firestorm. For the first time, I’m going to really understand why the public doesn’t trust us. I just got completely disregarded when I shared that there are four of us who aren’t comfortable, and you just want to steamroll us, and you aren’t going to like the reaction from the public. I guarantee it. This is not good governance.”
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Hatred of Women

Small sampling of obscene, misogynistic, homophobic, and dehumanizing rants and insults aimed at Smith, Rowland, and Davis in testimony, blogs, posts, and social media comments responding to allegations made by Susewind and Windrope and the investigation they instigated (all errors are in the original):

· Get those animal rights fuckin cunts out of our game department

· It’s all a bunch of dumb motherfuckers that suck somebody’s cock together where they need to go and the best thing for them is to be beheaded or castrated 

· Sideshow will probably reward these crooked commissioners. And how do to old white women get to control Hunter and fishing laws??? Bet they have never fished or hunted in their lives

· To win a case over wwf, wfc and see that cunt smith be gone, ill gladly pony up.

· That’s why DEI hire women , and so called men ,should not be running Wa game dept . They are against hunters.

· What are women doing in control of a male dominated sport

· It's kind of telling and disgusting at the same time that this trend seems to be Nationwide of these women in power in places where they really don't belong but they're everywhere they have flooded our country and they're destroying it and we know this needs to stop

· None of them can tell you what a woman is. need to get rid of these DEI and woke government employees.

· Ha! Most anti hunters don't neven know what gender they are!

· Like having Muslims in office.

· Fn liberal, femanized, dems. No thought, no reason, no logic, just emotion.

· These two bitches are insane.

· Bunch of f^*king cunts trying to ban all fishing, hunting and trapping. I say bring back flogging. 

· That worthless twat is just mad that the knoll report wasnt in her favor.

· keep women the fuck out of hunting and fishing. 

· White women you’re just like Muslims you go against everything that’s America. Fuck you all wanted you liberal that boneless.…stay out of the outdoors there’s no restroom and place where you could wash that dirty cunt of yours bears wouldn’t even eat after they smelt that shit.

· What does that dirty Vag... know about hunting and its preservation??? She looks shady as 💩

· The Karen's infiltrate every system of government.

· Hang the b******

· more libtard BS Kalifornication at it core.

· The two mouth breeders in this picture one has a wiener and one don't but still aren't the biggest feminist. Demasculated neutered b******

· Those of the board have the faces only a hard dick could love

· This is what happens when DEI is used in the hiring process. DEI has been a disaster where ever it has been used. Why would it be any different here. 

· Bitches!

· Well just look at those two dipshits they probability are the neighborhood HOA as well😂🤣

· Look at the hunters those look like 2 respectable dudes. Look at the anti hunters they look weak sick and mentally retarded

· Toss them in prison!! BEOTCHES!!

· Run these douche bags out of town.

· They just need to fire that stupid b**** undercutting everything the Public would like

· Stop Electing women they are harmful to any sensible anything

· These are the faces of evil! Just look at them! I see nothing but evil coming from these sorry excuses for human beings.



· Your ignorance and stupidity is destroying the eco. Your fucking feelings mean nothing and the cunts in the commision should have their brain scrambling lobotomy scheduled immediately. 



· The Washington state commissioners are fags that are destroying the eco with their biased non-scientific bullshit and greed for money and power. Honestly they are as useful as a bleeding hemroid.…Typical of society today, the fucking homely and lonely women are destroying the planet. This group of greedy cunts gotta go
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· Sideshow will probably reward these crooked commissioners. And how do to old white women get to control Hunter and fishing laws??? Bet they have never fished or hunted in their lives!



· Ain’t no way some old hags like that need to be making decisions about hunting and fishing



· Liberal whores.



· Why would there be women on the wildlife commission?



· I’ve only known a handful of women that have a clue about hunting and wildlife management and most don’t want to. From my observation, women are too “ kind hearted” to understand the logistics of managing wildlife.



· call the karen cops and send them to the karen correction center



· She's a Can't Understand Normal Thinker



· Get those animal rights fuckin cunts out of our game department



· CNTS



· These bitches need criminal charges against them to take away from us, hard-working individuals who enjoy the outdoors and enjoy to harvest off the land that we have given the right to. We pay the right to these bitches. They need to sit behind bars I’m talking to the metal ones fucking bullshit. I’m tired of this shit in Washington.



· They just need to fire that stupid b**** undercutting everything the Public would like



· Toss them in prison!! BEOTCHES!!



· yee haa .I just hope we get some judges with out blue hair and pride month tendancies AKA KARENS!!!



· Two stupid women infiltrating a organization with hopes of destroying the very things that they are supposed to advocate for...typical communists.



· liberal activist women "appointed" to positions such as these is the single biggest threat to conservation and stewardship. These are wretched people.



· Hey, why don’t you fucking weak white people just stay in your cars and go to your office none of your hunt not one of you. Women are Annie Oakley, and not any of you men are Jack O’Connor. You have never done anything. You cannot study the outdoors by being indoors keep women the fuck out of hunting and fishing. There may be one percent of you girls that do it on your own, but I have never in my 70 years of hunting seen any woman with a dog flushing, a pheasant or have her own bass boat and compete against men but you’ll have everything to do you don’t know what a fucking front end of a fucking wolf looks like



· The Karen’s infiltrate every system of government.



· Right off the bat, that woman has to go, there’s your problem. Definitely a cat hoarder



· Just look at her and the half man sitting next to her. Says everything



· Fucking karens



· Those of the board have the faces only a hard dick could love



· Oh look The two mouth breeders in this picture one has a wiener and one don’t but still aren't the biggest feminist. Demasculated neutered b******



· F the anti hunting, NGO, femanotzi’s. Damn, government is working against America in all directions.



· How much were these crooked ass old lady commissioners paid by the libtard anti hunting and fishing groups?



· Bitches!




Violence

Small sampling of violent and threatening language aimed at  Smith, Rowland, and Davis in emails, messaging programs, blogs, posts, and social media comments responding to allegations made by Susewind and Windrope and the investigation they instigated: 

· I pray all of you have a miserable death. I have to kill a dozen bears every year because there are so many now a days. They are killing my livestock on my personal property. … I will continue to pray for yourself, your family’s and friends miserable deaths.… How stupid can you be? Although I pray for your miserable deaths, I also pray GOD has a special place for you so I won't have to deal with your ignorance in the after life, oh wait you won't be seeing GOD because your playing god and he doesn’t tolerate people who act as if they are him.
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· Run her out of the state.

· Sickem! Go after them like a dog with a bone and they’re all wearing bone underwear.

· Maybe we're hunting the wrong species

· Thin the herd of the bureaucracy

· Agreed, no tag necessary, and no limit.

· They don't hunt back if you destroy them first.

· it is time to hunt a different species.

· They have addresses

· When is it commissioner season again? I got 4 tags

· Shoot, shovel, and shut up.

· Names and Addresses...!💩💩💩

· Smoke a pack a day

· Bang

· I guess we got to change our target species, to protect our rights and keep bs legislation and regulation out of the way.

· 🖕🖕 those po💩

· Fired, then tar & feathered

· A good old rebellion is in order. Lock and load Brothers and Sisters.

· I am so so grateful for the second amendment that allows us to stop tyrannical governments from taking over. 🇺🇸

· Environmental Nazis are infiltrating all fish and game operations like sheep in wolves clothing. They are here to take away rights and privileges. Time to fight back every way possible.

· maybe it's time for "comminsors Season"

· Time to hunt the antis and stop this God given right to eat

· Maybe it's time for open season on the commission members.

· Who gives a shit at this point? If you don't have names and known addresses of the fucking people on both sides, nobody fucking cares. If we can't do anything about it, a k a a rope and a tree, then there's no fucking point in knowing

· About the wolves in Wa---- SSS, Repeat.... they want to play fuck-fuck,,, ok... open season....that's what happens when a loser governor picks his own cocksuckers ......

· THEY NEED TO BE DRAGGED OUT AND FIRED!! BY THE CITIZENS THEY ARE SUPOSE TO BE WORKING FOR!! THEY WORK FOR US!! 30 GUYS DRAG EM OUT AND GET THEM TARRED AND FEATHERED!! 

· Hang em for it, punishment needs to equal the cost

· These pieces of shit need to be fed to the wildlife

· I bet if tags were issued for these traitors they'd become very compliant and want a nice barred room.

· Buricrats acting as self serving tyrents using their positions to violate public trust in favor of biased agendas actions Should be viewed as TREASON and punished like anyone else commiting TREASON against the State and COUNTRY. Bring back MANDITORY LYNCHING of public servents abusing their power of position!

· Lethal injection!!

· Let's lock these bureaucratic pricks in cages with the overpopulated predators that they so want to "protect"...

· Take them out tie them in the woods and let the wolves and the bears eat them P.O.S. MFS

· Fuck that thats fucking treason if you ask me soak the ropes.

· Get a rope!!

· Hang them.

· ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE AUTOMATIC DEATH.

· Hang them for treason for breaking their oath ! Plain and simple facts . Who knows how deep that corruption will be.

· Get a rope!!



· Hang them or spay and neuter them ￼



· Hang them.



· ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE AUTOMATIC DEATH



· Take them to the gallows. Time to start treating traitors how traitors should be treated



· Fuck that thats fucking treason if you ask me soak the ropes.



· These pieces of shit need to be fed to the wildlife



· String them up It’s unanimous
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· Time to hunt the antis and stop this God given right to eat



· Kill those fucking CUNTS



· prosecute or just execute.



· 30 GUYS DRAG EM OUT AND GET THEM TARRED AND FEATHERED!! THEY KIND OF COME RIGHT OUT AND SAY WE ARE TAKING BRIBES FROM THE WORTHLESS ANIMAL GROUPS!! MOST LIKELY PAID OFF WITH MONEY FROM BILL UN-AMERICAN GATES, SO HE CAN GET LAB GROWN MEAT IN A STORE NEAR YOU



· When is it commissioner season again? I got 4 tags
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“Women are animals created by
Allah to be used by men. Women
are no different from cows, sheep,
horses, or mules. God made women
resemble humans so they wouldn't
frighten men”
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